C I : Q The California Environmental Quality Act

v CEQA Process Flow Chart

Public Agency determines whether
the activity iz a “project”

Mot a project -

Projisct is ministarial
Mo possible significant effect sy
Statutony exemplion
Categerical axamplion

Public Agency
determines if the
project s exempt

Public agency evaluates project
1o determine if there s 8 poasibility
that the praject may have a
significant etfect on environment

Possible significant effect v v v v

Determination of lead agency where Matice of Exemplion My furthuer sction
mare than one public agency is may be filed required under CEGA

involved

HESPOMNSIELE AGENCY LEAD AGENCY
n

,/I Loswd agency prapares initial study |
=Consuttation
Lead agency decision to prepare
EIR or Negative Declaration I

HNegative Declaration

Lead agency sends Motice of
Preparation to responsible agency

Respond to Notice
of Preparation as fo
contents of draft EIR

Lead agency prepares draft EIR

Lead Agency gives public

Lead agency files Notice of
Completion and ghves public notice notice of availability
of avallability of draft EIR of Negative Declaration

Comments on adegquacy
of draft EIR or
MNegative Declaration

Public Review Period Publie Review Period

Lead agency prepares final
EIR including responses to
comments on draft EIR

Decision-making body
considers final EIR or
Megative Declaration

prepared by lead agency

Consideration and approval
of Megative Declaration
by decision-making body

Consideration and approval of
firal EIR by decision-making body

Findings on feasibility
of reducing or avoiding
significant environmental
effects

Findings on feasibility of
reducing or avoiding significant
environmental effects.

I Decision on permit I Dhescishon on praject |<
Stata Agencies Logal Agencies State Agencias Loscinl Afenaios

File Motice of File Notice of
Flle Notice of Flle Motice of
Determination Dt rm rtion Determination Determination

with Office of with County with Office of with County

Plamning & Planning &
Aezearch Clark Research Clerk




Credit:

The CEQA Process Flowchart was created under the direction of the Resources Agency's
General Counsel and through the assistance of the McGeorge School of Law Clinical Program.
Major contributors to this project include Assistant General Counsels Steve Greene and Matt
Francois, and law clerks: Michael Kerr, Roland Ko, Brett Jolley, Chadd Tierney, and Tim Miller.

Disclaimer:

This flow chart and all the web pages linked to it and found at http://resources.ca.gov/ceqa/ are
intended to merely illustrate the EIR process contemplated by the CEQA Guidelines. These
materials on CEQA and other laws are offered by the State of California Resources Agency
through CERES for information purposes only. These web pages do not have the force of law
or regulation. These web pages should not be cited in legal briefs as the authority for any
proposition.

In the case of discrepancies between the information provided in this flowchart or contained in
the CERES Web Page Set (the collection of web sites at http://resources.ca.gov , the language
of the CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code Reg. 15000 et seq.) is controlling. The rules,
regulations, and statutory references at http://resources.ca.gov are subject to revision and
interpretation. Unless otherwise noted, we make no representation, warranty or claim that the
information available at http://resources.ca.gov is current or accurate. Information contained on
the CERES Web Page Set (the collection of web sites athttp://resources.ca.gov does not offer
nor constitute legal advice. You should contact an attorney for guidance on current legal
requirements. If you find any errors or omissions, we encourage you to report them to the
CERES webmaster (webmaster@resources.ca.gov).

For more disclaimer information please see the CERES Disclaimer.
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